CUTTING EDGE <

A New Dawn 1n Dentistry
Advanced tools and techniques speed healing

by Arden Moore

evere gingivitis. Decayed
teeth. Broken jaws.

Dogs, like people, aren’t
invincible to dental disease or
orthodontic problems. Eight of
every 10 dogs lacking regular
dental care show some signs of
periodontal disease by the age of 3,
according to the American
Veterinary Dental Society, based n
Nashville, Tenn.

Bacteria, combined with food
debris and saliva lodged between
the teeth and gums, can cause
gingivitis. Untreated, the
consequences include bleeding
gums, tooth loss and even serious
illnesses, such as kidney, liver or
heart disease.

Traditonal surgical treatment
often required bulky metal
materials that hindered a dog’s
ability to eat and prolonged
periods with the dog under general
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anesthesia. Fortunately, new, less
mvasive dental tools and
techniques are easing the pain and
speeding the healing in dogs
facing severe dental problems.

“In the field of veterinary
dentistry, there is literally a
revolution occurring,” said Peter
Emily, DDS, a member of the
American Veterinary Dental
College and a nationally renowned
dentist who treats both people and
animals. He’s the director of
animal dentistry at Colorado State
University College of Veterinary
Medicine in Fort Collins. “We still
have many unanswered questions,
but we are definitely making
progress at a rapid rate to improve
the lives of dogs and cats.”

Extending Life
Advances in veterinary dentistry
enable greater success for

A veterinary dentist checks the braces on a 7-month-old Sheltie. Her upper
canine teeth had been pointed forward, and the braces have been moving
them to their normal position.
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2. Examme your dog”s teeth ~
and gums at least weekly. Look
for pale or bleeding gums, tartar
and broken or missing teeth. -

3. Book anannual dental exam

for your dog. A professional
dental cleaningmaybe -
necessary to remove plaque
and tartar buildup above and-.

below the gum line.The cleanmgy,

removes bacteria that can cause -

gum disease.

4. Brush yourdog’steeth =
regularly — at least three times a
week with dog toothpaste. Get
your dog used to brushing by
first dipping your finger into

beef bouillon and then rubbing
your finger gently over his gums
and teeth. Gradually add gauze
over your finger and gently
scrub the teeth in a circular
motion. Finally, introduce a soft
toothbrush designed for dogs
and use a meat-flavored
toothpaste made especnaﬂy for
dogs.

5. Provide your dog with' spec1ai
foods or treats that reduce’
plaque and tartar that are
recommended by your
veterinarian.

6. Provide fresh water daily.
Bacteria can build up inside
bowis containing water more
than two days old.
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